NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION COMMISSION

1120 Paseo de Peralta
P.O. Box 1269
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AVELINO A. GUTIERREZ
Staff Counsel

Legal Division, Room 516
Drirect: (305) 827-4565

Fax: (503) 827- 4155

E-mail:
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September 29, 2006
John H. Hill, Administrator SENT VIA FACSIMILE,
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (202) 366-3224, AND
United States Department of Transportation REGULAR, FIRST CLASS,
400 Seventh St. S.W. POSTAGE PREPAID MAIL

Washington, D.C. 20550
Dear Mr. Hill;

I am writing you on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Unified Carrier
Registration Agreement (“UCRA™) to convey to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration the Board's understanding of the circumstances surrounding the
development of the systems and functions to support the UCRA.

Section 4304 of the Unified Carrier Registration Act of 2005 (Subtitle C of Title
IV of P.L. 109-59 — the Act) requires the United States Department of Transportation
(“US DOT™) to establish a Unified Carrier Registration System (“UCRS”™). Section 4305
of the Act provides for the creation of the UCRA, and for the appointment by the U.S.
Secretary of Transportation of a UCRA Board of Directors, charged with issuing rules
and regulations to govern the UCRA.

It is clear from the Act that Congress intended that the UCRA and UCRS be
related functionally and envisioned the two programs being developed at the same time.
Section 4304 of the Act provided amended language for 49 U.S.C. §13908, which reads

in part (italics supplied):

§13908. Registration and other reforms



(a) Establishment of Unified Carrier Registration System. — The Secretary,
in cooperation with the States, representatives of the moter carrier, motor private
carrier, freight forwarder, and broker industries and after notice and opportunity
for public comment, shall issue within 1 year after the datfe of enactment of the
Unified Camier Registration Act of 2005 regulations fo establish an online,
Federal registration system, to be named the ‘Unified Carrier Registration
System’, to replace—

(1) the current Department of Transportation identification number
system, the single State registration system under section 14504, ....

(b) Role and Clearinghouse and Depository of Information. — The Unified
Carrier Registration System shall serve as a clearinghouse and depository of
information on, and identification of, all foreign and domestic motor carriers,
motor private carriers, brokers, freight forwarders, and others required to register
with the Department of Transportation, including information with respect to ...
compliance with the provisions of section 14504. The Secretary shall ensure that
Federal agencies, States, representatives of the motor carrier industry, and the
public have accass to the Unified Carrier Registration System, including the
records and information contained in the system....

(d) Fee System. — ...
(3) Access and Retrieval Fees. —

{A) In General. — ... [T]he fee system shall include a nominal
fee for the access to or retrieval of information and data from the
Unified Carrier Registration System to cover the costs of operating
and upgrading the System, including the personnel costs incurred
by the Department and the costs of adminisiration of the unified
carrier registration agreement.

The Act’s provisions concerning the UCRA are in a new section of federal law,
49 U.S.C. §14504a, enacted by Section 4305 of the Act. This section reads, in part
(italics supplied):

§14504a. Unified Carrier Registration System plan and agreement

(d) Unified Carrier Registration Plan. -
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